
TEN PLACES WE WILL MISS
This article appeared in “THE TULSA MAGAZINE”, Issue 01/fall, 2015, and is of so 

much interest to us that I got permission to include it in our newsletter.  I think you will 
all enjoy it.  But, frst the legal stuff.  Credit goes to Ms. Debbie Jackson and Hilary 
Pittman for this fne story.

First published in Tulsa Magazine. Reprinted with permission from the Tulsa World Media 
Co.  And now to the story ---  

10 places we miss
BY DEBBIE JACKSON & HILARY PITTMAN

There are places I'll remember, the Beatles tell us, but some have changed. Others 
aren't there at all.  Here are a few:

1. ICE RINK AT THE FORUM
Kids learned to ice skate, the Oilers practiced and 
the  Philharmonic  performed  it's  Holiday  on  Ice 
concert at the Williams center Forum.  From 1978 
until  '95,  the  ice  rink  was  the  coolest  place  in 
town.

    2. STEVE'S SUNDRY, BOOKS & MAGAZINES
      Customers could browse for a good read, get a    

book signed by its author and enjoy a bite to eat 
at  the  old-fashioned  soda  fountain  and  lunch  
counter.  Steve's at 2612 S. Harvard Ave. closed  
after 66 years in 2013.



3. OLD BARTLETT SQUARE FOUNTAIN
For  decades,  downtown  offce  workers 
perched  on  the  multilevel  Bartlett  Square 
fountain  at  Fifth  Street  and  Main  Mall 
during the noon hour to soak up the sun and 
eat lunch – but mostly to people–watch. In 
1978,  Tulsa  turned  Main  Street  between 
Third  and  Sixth  streets  into  a  pedestrian 
mall,  joining  a  national  trend.   But  city 
offcials  found  that  the  mall  drove  away 
retail  businesses  and  reversed  themselves. 
By  2005,  the  mall  and  its  fountain  were 
gone and auto traffc was back.  In 2014, a 
new, low-profle fountain was installed in a 
roundabout at the location.  It spouts jets 
of water, colored by LED lights.  But there's 
no place to sit.

4. BELL'S AMUSEMENT PARK
Bell's entertained generations of Tulsa-
area families from 1951 through 2006, 
when its lease expired at Expo Square. 
Roller coaster fans focked to Tulsa to 
ride Zingo, the popular wooden roller 
coaster along with the log fume,  Ferris 
Wheel and other attractions.  The last 
remaining vestige of the park which had 
struggled fnancially in its latter years, is 
the Sky Ride which continues to delight 
Tulsa state Fair visitors each fall.

 5. CAMELOT HOTEL
For  a  brief  shining  moment,  there  was 
such  a  spot,  perhaps  inspired  by  a 
Broadway  musical.   “Sleep  in  a  castle 
tonight,” its billboards beckoned highway 
travelers.   Built  in  1965,  the  onetime 
four-star hotel counted Elvis Presley and 
Presidents Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford 
among  its  guests.   The  340-room 
landmark on Peoria Avenue at Interstate 
44 featured turrets, a dungeon, a moat 
and a drawbridge.  The Camelot closed in 
1992 and was demolished in 2007.

6. THE COLISEUM
Singer Nat King Cole and boxer Joe Lewis were 
among the luminaries who drew Tulsans to the 
arena, for decades a local landmark at Second 
Street and Elgin Avenue. Professional wrestling 
matches,  high  school  graduations,  political 
conventions  and  hockey  games  packed  the 
versatile  venue  from 1929 until  a  devastating 
fre leveled the building in 1952.



7. H.L. MOSS CO.
Herbert  L.  Moss  created  a  legacy  
repairing  and  selling  parts  for  electric  
razors,  coffee  pots,  lawn  mowers  and  
kitchen equipment.  But even if you never 
stepped inside his store at 15th Street and 
Utica  Avenue,  you  will  remember  the  
oversized  horse,  Hereford  steer  and  
sheep  replicas  that  watched  over  the  
parking lot  Yes you could also get your  
sheep shears sharpened.  Moss, a former 
Navy Seabee, also portrayed Santa Clause 
in the downtown Christmas parade for 19 
years.  He ran the store from 1948 until  
2003.

8. SAND SPRINGS RAILWAY
   For more than 40 years, passengers 

rode between Sand Springs and 
downtown Tulsa for 10 cents (a 
nickel for children).  At its height, 
the interurban railway ran eight 
cars each day and eight each night 
ferrying offce workers, excursion 
travelers and late-night revelers.  
Ridership declined after World 
War II, and the last trolley ran on 
Jan. 5, 1955.

9. DISCOVERYLAND
The Jeffers family staged an outdoor production 
of Rodger's and Hammerstein's “Oklahoma!” each 
summer for 36 years.  The award-winning show 
was  a  popular  tourist  destination  and  a  
showcase for local and national talent.  Audience 
members feasted on a barbecue dinner before 
Curley opened the show on horseback singing  
“Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin.”  But the surrey 
with the fringe on top took its last theatrical  
turn in 2011.  The family cited record-breaking 
heat and the poor economy.

10.OLD TULSA SPEEDWAY
The roar of stock car engines was heard at the 
fairgrounds Tulsa Speedway for 40 years following 
World War II.  On April 11, 1974, more than 13,000 
fans packed the grandstand to watch speed demons 
zoom around the dirt track, demolition derbies and 
midget cars added to the fun.  Noise complaints 
from neighborhood residents led county 
commissioners to shut down the outdoor track at 
the end of the 1984 season.  Racing enthusiasts 
can still enjoy the indoor Chili Bowl Midget 
Nationals each January at Expo Square. Several 
area venues offer outdoor racing.



A LOT OF CHEESECAKE IN 1926 
INCLUDING AN ADDITIONAL MYSTERY

On September 11, 1926, Norma Smallwood was 
elected as Miss America in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 
She was the frst Oklahoman woman to win the title. 
She was born May 12, 1909 and died May 8, 1966. She 
was born in Bristow, Oklahoma. She was 5’4” in height 
and was 118 lbs in weight at the time. The color of her 
eyes were blue. She had long hair styled in breaded 
buns.

She won swimsuit and evening gown competitions. 
She wore a pale blue velvet evening gown. Norma won 
a $5,000 gold cup, a Vaudeville contract, a $1,000 
watch, a $1,000 wardrobe and a mermaid statue. She 
was the frst minority Miss America (Native American), 
the frst to demand a fee for appearances, one of the 
most fnancially successful Miss Americans of all time 
and earned $100,000 during her reign, an income 
surpassing Babe Ruth and President Calvin Coolidge 
that year. The choice of Norma Smallwood as Miss American 1926 was declared to be an 
“Anti-Flapper Victory” in the Tulsa World.

The above is only one reason for Norma’s fame. 
The  other  came  when  she  married  the  rich  
oilman, Thomas Gilcrease. Gilcrease made several 
millions of dollars in the oil business and lost  
several million dollars in the business over the 
years.

In the 1950’s, Thomas Gilcrease’s oil business ran 
into fnancial problems. By then, Gilcrease had  
accumulated  numerous  western  paintings  and  
artifacts worth millions of dollars. He could have 
sold them to get his company out of debt, but 
he didn’t want to. He wanted the public to have 
them.  Gilcrease  proposed  to  sell  all  his
paintings, artifacts, oil and gas leases and land 
in Osage County to the City of Tulsa for enough 
to bring his company out of debt. The City paid 
for the property by voting a general Obligation 
Bond issue. The bond issue passed, the Gilcrease 

company’s debt was paid and the City acquired the Thomas Gilcrease Museum of History 
and Art. I think it is the best museum I’ve seen. The payment from the Gilcrease leases 
have additionally paid all debts and interest from Tulsa’s bond issue. It is the best deal 
the City of Tulsa ever made or probably ever will make.

This looks like the marriage was a good one for Norma, but evidently not. This 
accounts for the third cause of Norma’s fame. Norma and Thomas were involved in one of 
the nastiest divorce cases in Tulsa history. At least this is my understanding from lawyers 
practicing in Tulsa during this time. This is not entirely reasonable because the Gilcrease 
home was located in Osage County, the county of jurisdiction in this divorce case. The 
complaint against Norma alleged she was rebelling against conventional standard of the 
time for female behavior, drinking whiskey and enjoying the company of men other than 
her husband. Eventually, the trial contained explicit testimony about Norma’s involvement 
with other men other than her husband.



A silver trophy, which was engraved “Atlantic City Pageant 1926 – First Prize”, was 
offered for sale in an online auction. The asking price was $5,000. Far more baffing for 
Norma’s relatives is not that the trophy has survived this long, but that it exists at all. No 
winner’s  name is engraved thereon. One of Smallwood’s grandsons further thinks that 
since the trophy showed up in Pennsylvania for sale online is further proof it did not make 
it back to Oklahoma. Anyway, the trophy sold for $5,975 to an anonymous collector. The 
family of Norma did not bid.

I frst became interested in Norma Smallwood when I 
met a very nice young lady during my Freshman year 
at  the  University  of  Tulsa.  Her  name  was  Nancy  
Gilcrease. The frst thing she would say when she was 
Introduced to someone new was that she “…Didn’t  
come from the wealthy side of the family.” Of course, 
I  didn’t  know  then  what  she  meant. I’m  still  not  
certain what she intended to convey by the remark.

BILL NORTHCUTT

RESPONSES
 Bill Beattie sent us the following letter with a very generous donation.

“Dear Warren,
 Enclosed is a donation for our newsletter.  I have a couple of questions for you.

When was the frst newsletter published?

The picture on the front of the newsletter is great, but how many stars are in the 
American fag

What happened to the  WR hedge in front of the School?  I designed this in Ag 
class and the teacher, Mr ?? (I forgot his name, but I think it was Westgate or something 
like this) had the school plant and trim the hedge to form the WR.

I apologize for taking so long to contact my former classmates.  However it's getting 
that time in our lives that we should be reaching out to each other.

I lost my dear wife this past April and I miss Rose terribly.  We were married for 
almost 58 years, this past May 17th, and we had a wonderful life together.

Love the newsletter and I hope I made the check out to the right entity.  If you 
come to Norman, come by and see me.

Yours Truly,
Bill Beattie

P.S. Do you know if Buddy Fallis is still around?”

(Lets see. The frst newsletter was published as an August/September issue in black and 
white soon after our 50th Reunion in 2002, and was the brain child of Ed Stadler.  The  
fag in the picture is too small to count the stars.  Don't know about the hedge,  Maybe 
we will drive by an take a look.  And last but not least, don''t know about Buddy Fallis.  
We do really thank you for the nice donation!)

RESPONSES RECEIVED BY E-MAIL

Joe Wilkins sends the following: “Hi Warren, Thanks for your tireless efforts.

I just received the June issue of the Newsletter. I'm on a MacPro with OSX
In my case you could have just included the pdf as part of the email, but I'm sure most 
of the recipients are probably using PCs with Windows 2000 or some other MS system, so 



attaching the PDF may be needed.

At 82 I'm now retired and living in an Holiday Assisted Living Facility in Escondido, 
California. Since everything seems to be electronic these days, does the Newsletter have 
an account to which we can send small, or not so small, donations by any chance?

My only thought was that, if we had an electronic account, we might encourage 
many  more  small  contributions  from  those  who  think  their  contributions  might  be 
meaningless,  but they could really add up in the long-run. I hate to see any of you 
supporting the newsletter out of your pockets. Just being able to eliminate most of the 
snail-mailing must be saving you a lot already.

I hope the weather is getting better in OKie-land. As usual, it is gloriously sunny in 
God's country - SoCal. Smile. Of course, I'm techied-up much more than most and even I 
with all of the spare-time I have can't keep up. Things move so fast these days. (sigh)

P.S. As an interesting side note and Family Legend: My Grandmother is believed to 
have been the frst woman in OK to have been divorced; she eventually had 5 husbands 
and  Will  Rogers  was  the  best  man  at  her  frst  Wedding. I  read  this  in  her  Diary; 
something I lost in my own travels a few decades  ago.  She  was  a  very  colorful  lady. 
Moving to California shortly before WWII, opened a Boarding House one block off of 
Hollywood Blvd. Where she housed quite a few gentlemen and ladies, I suppose, who later 
became movie and TV stars.  The only 2 I remember by name were Ward Bond and Jack 
Palance, though I lived with her there for a number of my pre-teen years.”
 (At this time only about 10% of the newsletters are going out by e-mail, all the rest are 
still  going by regular mail.  So far the donations average out to be enough for the  
newsletter to be self sustaining.  Some months are good and some are not so good, but it  
all averages out. )

Marianne and Chuck Canter send the following:  “Thanks Warren – we both enjoyed it.”
  (Glad you enjoyed the latest newsletter, we enjoy sending it to you.)

From  Carol Barthelmass Hobock:  “I received the newsletter.  I  think the colors  are 
brighter and the print darker so easier to read and enjoy.  Thanks for all your hard 
work.”  (It does require some work, but it is kind of fun too.)

Joyce Rieske says: “Thanks.  Looks especially good.  Guess I'll go read it.”  (We do our 
best to make it an interesting publication.) 

Tommy Kelly sent the following e-mail “I received your June Newsletter.  Thank you 
very much.  I remember only three or four names on your missing classmates.  As I 
mentioned before, Mary Ellen Baker was my date to both the 1951 Junior Prom and the 
1952 Senior Prom.  She was a lovely girl and how I wish I could fnd her.  I have photos 
of us at both proms.  Thank you again, Warren.”  (Tommy, if you could send us copies (you 
keep the originals) of those prom pictures, we might be able to use them in a future  
newsletter.  Perhaps you could scan them and send them to us by e-mail.  Also, we would 
appreciate any information you might have on any of the lost classmates on the lost list.)

Joe Devasher says: “E-mail version came thru perfect. Thanks.”  (Glad you got it ok.)

Jay Lotven says “Got it – Thanks”  (Like we said to Joe, glad you got it ok.)

“Thank you so much for all the work you do on behalf of the WR '52 graduates.” Marilyn 
Stone.  (The newsletter committee thanks you for those kind words.)

“Loved the articles and photos” -  Joan Wadlow Case. (Same as above, thank you for 
those kind words.)



Lonnie Davis says: “Got it, thanks much.”  (You are welcome)

“Would you please change the sending of the news letter from mail to my e-mail.  Joann 
(class of 53) and I enjoy receiving the news letter very much. You all do a wonderful job. 
Very much appreciated”. Terry Green.  (We have made the changes, you are all set for  
e-mail.)

“I can't remember how to sign up for newsletter delivery by email instead of USPS, but 
that's what I would prefer.” Wayne Turner.  (All taken care of, Wayne, you are back on 
the e-mail list.)

Tom McComb says: “You're doing great. My newsletters come fne via email.  It's always 
the most welcome publication I receive.  Thanks to all.”  (it's good to hear from you, Tom. 
Glad you enjoy them.) 

IN MEMORIAM
 

Jerry Joann Hill

Daryl F. Southard

DONATIONS

 Thanks again for your generous donations. This time we received a very generous 
one from  Bill Beattie.  Remember this Newsletter is coming to you through donations 
from your classmates.  Please don't forget us!

RECENT LOST CLASSMATES

Returned Newsletters  -  no forwarding address

There were no un-deliverable newsletters returned to us after the last issue.

ADDRESS CHANGES

Jay Baker 6269 S Trenton Ct.
Tulsa, OK  74136

MYSTERY PICTURE
This building was built in 1929, and is located on 

East Archer Street.  It is listed in the national register 
of historic places.  Those of you who live in Tulsa will 
probably have no trouble guessing this one.  It is not 
the frst building that was built on this site, but the 
the frst one and this one were both used for the same 
purpose.  (Picture from internet.)



IN CLOSING. 

We hope you enjoy receiving these newsletters as much as we enjoy putting them 
together for you.  The years have taken a toll on our staff, but we haven't lost sight of 
the main goal, to help keep everyone up to date on our classmates' activities.

Your Newsletter Gang

And Will Rogers says:
 

“I don't make jokes.  I just watch the 
government and report the facts.”


